Theme of Compassion and Forgiveness
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The Novel

1. Marley talks about “Christian spirit”, look back over this section and find what he means by this line. (p.20)
2. In the school house young Ebenezer is visited by Fan who says that “Father is so much kinder than he used to be, that home's like Heaven!” Who shows compassion and forgiveness here? (p.29) 
3. Scrooge is haunted by the moment he relives his fiancé leaving him. Belle does this in such a kind way that contrasts even more with Scrooge's hardening personality. What does she say that suggest that she forgives him for the way he treated her? (p.34-35)
4. Who does the Ghost of Christmas Present display the most compassion to? (p.43)
5. Bob Cratchit is full of compassion towards Scrooge, despite Scrooge's treatment of him at work. What does he do that shows this during their Christmas dinner? (p.48)
6. Fred's wife states that she has no patience for Scrooge, but Fred disagrees. How does he feel towards his Uncle and what does this tell us about his character? (p.48)
7. The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come is silent and expressionless. Other than to make Scrooge afraid, why else might Dickens have presented the phantom in this way?

8. How do the business men react to the death of Scrooge? Why might Dickens have included this section of the story? (p.59)
9. Scrooge asks to see a person who feels some emotion to the death of the man and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come takes him to see the young family who were in debt. Why did the wife “prayed forgiveness the next moment,” (p.66)
10.  What words of kindness does Fred give Bob Cratchit after hearing that Tiny Tim died? (p.68)
11. What does Scrooge do in order to receive forgiveness from the portly charity collector? (p.74)
12. Where does Scrooge go immediately after speaking to the charity collector? Why do you think he goes to this place?/What forgiveness might he be searching for here? (p.74)
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What evidence is there that Scrooge is nervous that Fred might not welcome him for Christmas dinner? (p.74)
14. Does Fred do anything to show forgiveness to Scrooge? (p.75)
15. Look back at the section in stave five that starts “Some people laughed to see the alteration in him”. How does Scrooge behave to these people, and what does this tell us about his change of character?  (p.76)
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Do you think that these characters would have been as forgiving towards Scrooge if it wasn't Christmas time?

17. Not everyone shows compassion or forgiveness in this novel. Make a list of characters that do, and those that don't. 

18. Why do you think Dickens included characters who don't show compassion? Is there anything that links these characters together?

