Theme of Transformation and Change
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The Novel

1. Dickens describes how “Scrooge never painted out Old Marley's name”. What might this suggest about Scrooge's attitude to change? (p.8)
2.  Why do you think Dickens describes Scrooge by personifying the weather and coldness in the description that starts “The cold within him froze his old features”? (Consider how this might link to the theme of change.) (p.8)
3. What does Fred say Christmas is a time for? (p.10)
4. How is the ghost of Jacob Marley different from his former self? Pay particular attention to his change of attitude towards mankind.. (p.19-21)
5. Marley tells Scrooge that he has “yet a chance and hope of escaping my fate.” How does he think Scrooge can escape his own fate? (p.21)
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The Ghost of Christmas Past is shown as constantly changing in appearance - “so the figure itself fluctuated in its distinctness: being now a thing with one arm, now with one leg, now with twenty legs, now a pair of legs without a head, now a head without a body” Why do you think Dickens described this ghost with the ability to transform? (p.25)
7. How does Scrooge react when he sees his former self as a young 'lonely boy' in the school house? Why do you think he acts this way? (p.27)
8. We see a change in Scrooge's nature when the spirit asks him about his nephew Fred - “Scrooge seemed uneasy in his mind; and answered briefly, ``Yes.''  Why might he feel uneasy in his mind? (p.30)
9. Dickens believed that you can always tell the general goodness or badness of anyone just by looking at them. How has Scrooge's face changed in the section with Belle?  (p.33-34)
10. Younger Scrooge tells Belle “There is nothing on which it is so hard as poverty”. Do you think Old “tight-fisted” Scrooge felt the same way? (p.34)
11. In Stave three Scrooge meets the Ghost of Christmas Past. Look back at the section that starts “Scrooge entered timidly” and describe what this tells us about how Scrooge is already changing. (p.39)
12. How does Scrooge react to the games played at Fred's Christmas party? (p.54-55)
13. What is interesting about how Dickens labels Scrooge when he describes that he had “become so gay and light of heart”? Do you think Scrooge would have regarded himself in this way before this scene?

14. The Ghost of Christmas Present leaves Scrooge with his own words (“are there no workhouses?”) Why does he do this? (p.57)
15. Why does Scrooge say that he is “prepared to bear [the phantom's] company”? (p.58)
16. Scrooge is really slow to work out that the unnamed dead business man is him. Look at the section that starts “He looked about in that very place for his own image; but another man stood in his accustomed corner” What reason might Scrooge have for no connecting himself with this man? (p.60)
17. What words/sentences/descriptions can be used to show how the Cratchit family have changed from the previous jolly scene? (p.66-67)
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How is the description of the weather in stave five different to that in stave one? What technique is being used here and what does it show us? (p.72)
19. Remember that Dickens likes to show a person’s personality through their appearance. How is Scrooge's appearance depicted in the section that starts “He dressed himself "all in his best," and at last got out into the streets.” (p.73)
20. The passers-by even notice a change in Scrooge. How does Dickens reveal this? (p.73)
21. What aspect of Scrooge's 'journey' do you think caused him to change the most?

