Theme of Poverty and Hardship
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Context

1. What was the middle class people’s attitude to the poor in Victorian England, and how did Dickens feel about it?

2. What did Dickens think the duty of wealthy people was?

3. What was the ‘Debtors’ Prison’ and why were people sent there?

The Novel
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The charity collector refers to the poor as “the Poor and destitute”. What does the word 'destitute' imply? (p.11)
2. The collector refers to two groups of poor. What are these groups and how many does he say belong to each category? (p.11-12)
3. How does Scrooge refer to the poor when he says he can't afford to make them merry? What does this suggest about his views on poverty? (p.12)
4. Young Scrooge didn't live a life of poverty, as his family could afford to send him to school, but what evidence is there of hardship when Fan speaks about their family? (Look at the description of their father.) (p.29)
5. The Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge glimpses into poverty-stricken family homes, but he is presented as a fat, jovial character who is surrounded by food. Why might Dickens have presented this Ghost in that way? (p.39)
6. How does Dickens describe Camden, the area Bob and his family live in? What evidence of poverty or hardship is apparent here? (p.40-41) The Ghost of Christmas Present sprinkles some special water into the food of the poor passing by. Why does he say he does this for the poor? What does he say he'd like to see others do so that the poor can eat at least once a week? (p.43)
7. What three places does the ghost take Scrooge to before he sees Fred? Why might Dickens have included these seemingly unrelated episodes?(p.50-51) 
8. How does Dickens describe the two children that cling to the ghost of Christmas Presents robe? How do these relate to the issues of poverty and hardship? (p.56-57)
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Look closely at the description of the part of town that “Scrooge had never penetrated before”. Write down three quotations that best sum-up this setting. (p.61) 
10.  How did the young woman, Caroline, and her husband get into financial difficulty? Can you think of any reasons why the prospect of owing money would have been so terrifying? (p.66)
11.  How does Scrooge try to help others who suffer from poverty in the final stave? 

