Theme of Family
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Context

1. Why do you think families were so important in Victorian England? 

2. How would you summarise Dickens' own childhood? 

3. Why do you think Dickens included aspects of Middle-class families and working-class families? 
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The Novel

1. What is Scrooge's relationship with his nephew Fred like?  What does this suggest about Scrooge's initial feelings about family? (p.9-11)
2. What does Fred want from his Uncle? What does this show us about Fred's view on family? (p.11)
3. What does the Ghost of Jacob Marley mean when he says “The misery with them all was, clearly, that they sought to interfere, for good, in human matters, and had lost the power for ever.”? How is this relevant to the change we later see in Scrooge? (p.22)
4. What do we learn about Scrooge's family when he was a boy? How might this have shaped his views as an adult? (p.28-29)
5. Who is Fan and how is she presented as a child? (p.28-29)
6. How does Scrooge react when the Ghost of Christmas Past reminds him of his nephew Fred? Why do you think he may have reacted in this way? (p.30)
7. Look back over the section at Fezziwig's Christmas party. How does Dickens make this seem like one big happy family? Pick out key words/phrases to describe this scene. (p.31-33)
8. What does Scrooge see after the scene where Belle leaves him? What does he realise in this moment? (p.36-37)
9. [image: image3.jpg]


How do the Cratchit family behave on Christmas Day? How might this contrast with their situation? (p.44-47)
10. What does Scrooge comment on while watching the Cratchit's 'feast', and how does the Ghost of Christmas Present react to this? (p.47)
11. How is Scrooge's attitude to family changing as he watches Fred's Christmas? (p.52-55)
12. How are the families we see different from one another? How are they the same?  
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Look back at the section that starts “He lay, in the dark empty house...” What does Scrooge notice here? How might this section have an impact on how Scrooge  treats Fred and the Cratchit's after this experience? (p.65)
14. How does Fred and his family act when Scrooge arrives on Christmas day? What aspect of family might this highlight? (Think about other themes that we mentioned in class.) (p.75)
15. What does Scrooge become to Tiny Tim? (p.76)
