The theme of life and death in Plath and Hughes poetry
Plath views life and death as a quite spiritual journey in that she uses various metaphors and symbolism to show the movement from one world to another. She is quite critical and descriptive about life and death, not always seeing it as a positive thing, particularly referring to her own life, although she does take a more positive view when it comes to rebirth and children. 

Plath

Morning Song- (Life)

· Has strong links to new life and birth- she describes the birth of her child 

· She describes the new life as taking place “among the elements”
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She also depicts herself in relation to this new life – “I’m no more your mother than the cloud that distils a mirror”

The quote- “Our voices echo,
magnifying your arrival. “New statue” This shows her reaction, to the birthing. A ‘new statue’ would seem a reference to something people would look at and study, showing how she is quite detached and isolated from the situation. She is also in awe of her of child and its new life; she sees it as something greater than herself.

Edge- (Death)

· The very beginning of “Edge” shows a quite unusual view of death, the quotation- “The woman is perfected, Her dead body wears the smile of accomplishment”. By using the word ‘perfected’ it shows that Plath views death as like the final success, making the woman’s life completely fulfilled.

Plath uses death as a convention in many of her poems. However she represents them in many different ways. 

· She uses the association of “afterlife” in her poem “Crossing the Water”. She uses ancient myth of the “Underworld” and the “River Styx” to represent this. This looks into a religious conception of what happens after you die.       “This is the silence of astounded souls”. 

· Another Convention often used by Plath is the idea of “rebirth”. In her poem “The Stones” she describes the institute as the “After-hell” giving the idea that it’s a fresh start or rebirth. This is shown to be a positive look at death in the way that’s its something to overcome. In her poem “Medallion” she also shows optimism about death. When she describes the dead snake she explains that “his belly kept its fire.”

· The idea of a more scientific approach towards death is often seen in many of Hughes’s poems. “The pig lay on a barrow dead.” This statement is said in the way of a factual point. As if just telling it as it is. This bluntness is passed on to Plath in her poem “Facelift” where she writes “Let her die there, or wither incessantly for the next fifty years.” This may be an indication that she is slowly swayed away from the more religious/spiritual side of death. 

· Morning song however is very different from her other poems. This one talks about the beginning of life. “Love set you off like a fat gold watch.” 

· In Plath’s poem “Full Fathom Five” She is remembering the death of her father. She has a very negative approach to the situation, as if he is now “Godlike” now that he is dead, and that she her self would “breathe water”. This shows her thoughts on suicide.

