What elements of tragedy can be found in the play ‘A View from the Bridge’ ?
· Use the left hand page to help form a poster.
· Jot down some notes in response to the statements on the right hand page 
in your books. Helpful hints are in the right hand column. 
	A tragedy should produce fear in an audience. 


	What might the audience be fearful of?  Why are we ‘scared’ ? What can we see that Eddie can’t? How does Alfieri help us to understand Eddie’s growing problem?

	*Modern tragedy focuses on the breakdown of the family.


	How does Eddie’s family breakdown? Consider how Beatrice reacts to Eddie at the bottom of page 67?

What relationship does he have with his wife? How does his hatred for Rodolpho affect his relationship with Catherine?

How does Eddie betray his own family, the Lipari family, Marco’s family?

	Modern tragedy often explores disorders of the mind


	Maybe Eddie has some sort of mental breakdown towards the end? What does Alfieri say he was like? How does Eddie become more obsessed and more pathetic after his ‘snitching’? What does he demand from Beatrice on page 68? What does he demand from Marco on page 82? 

	*Tragedies almost always end with the death of a main character
	WHO DIES?

	*A tragic hero often has many good qualities


	How is Eddie a ‘good’ man?

Is he a good family man?

How does he try and protect his family at the beginning? 

What has he done for Catherine since she was small?

	*A tragic hero has a weakness or a flaw. 
	Beatrice: “You gonna leave her alone or are you gonna drive me crazy?” 

Alfieri: “Sometimes theres’ too much love”

	*A tragic hero is led by the flaw to commit a tragic, irreversible act
	WHAT DOES EDDIE DO?

	A tragic hero recognises his flaw and faces and accepts death with honour
	Does Eddie recognise what he has done wrong. Is his death honourable or his own fault? 

	We often feel pity but not sympathy for a tragic hero. 


	· SYMPATHY means TO UNDERSTAND

· PITY means to simply FEEL SORRY FOR SOMEONE

How do we, the audience, feel about Eddie?

	A tragic hero is unable to accept half measures or the ability to compromise
	*Consider Rodolpho’s offer to Eddie to make peace with him and how Eddie reacts.

*Consider Alfieri’s last speech of the play. 

	The tragic hero usually poses questions about life
	“He allowed himself to be fully known” –P.85 What does Alfieri mean by this? Does he admire him for this? Is it ‘wise’ to be fully known?Alfieri called his death ‘useless’ – This may imply his life may have been also ‘useless’ - Do you agree with this?

	
	


